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concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res. 95,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. KEL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the concurrent resolution,
H. Con. Res. 95, as amended, on which
the yeas and nays are ordered.

This will be a 5-minute vote.
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 404, nays 6,
answered ‘‘present’’ 7, not voting 14, as
follows:

[Roll No. 91]

YEAS—404

Abercrombie
Aderholt
Akin
Andrews
Armey
Baca
Bachus
Baird
Baker
Baldacci
Baldwin
Ballenger
Barcia
Barr
Barrett
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Becerra
Bentsen
Bereuter
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilirakis
Bishop
Blagojevich
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Borski
Boswell
Boucher
Boyd
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Brown (SC)
Bryant
Burr
Burton
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Cardin
Carson (IN)
Carson (OK)
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Clay
Clayton
Clement
Clyburn
Coble
Collins
Combest
Condit
Conyers
Cooksey
Costello
Cox
Coyne
Cramer
Crane
Crenshaw
Cubin

Culberson
Cummings
Cunningham
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
DeLay
DeMint
Deutsch
Diaz-Balart
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Dooley
Doolittle
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Edwards
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
Engel
English
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Everett
Farr
Fattah
Ferguson
Filner
Flake
Fletcher
Foley
Ford
Fossella
Frank
Frelinghuysen
Frost
Gallegly
Gekas
Gephardt
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Gonzalez
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Goss
Graham
Granger
Graves
Green (TX)
Green (WI)
Greenwood
Grucci
Gutknecht
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hansen
Harman
Hart
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)

Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Herger
Hill
Hilleary
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hoeffel
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Horn
Hostettler
Houghton
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inslee
Isakson
Israel
Issa
Istook
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee

(TX)
Jefferson
Jenkins
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
Kennedy (RI)
Kerns
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind (WI)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kleczka
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaFalce
LaHood
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Largent
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Leach
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Lucas (OK)
Luther

Maloney (CT)
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
Markey
Mascara
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHugh
McInnis
McIntyre
McKeon
McKinney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Menendez
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mink
Mollohan
Moore
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Morella
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nethercutt
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nussle
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Osborne
Ose
Otter
Oxley
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pelosi
Pence
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)

Petri
Phelps
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Pombo
Pomeroy
Portman
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
Reyes
Reynolds
Riley
Rodriguez
Roemer
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Ross
Roukema
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Rush
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Sabo
Sanchez
Sanders
Sandlin
Sawyer
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaffer
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrock
Scott
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Sherman
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shows
Simmons
Simpson
Skeen
Skelton
Slaughter

Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Snyder
Solis
Souder
Spence
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stenholm
Strickland
Stump
Stupak
Sununu
Sweeney
Tancredo
Tanner
Tauscher
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thornberry
Thune
Thurman
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Toomey
Towns
Traficant
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Velazquez
Visclosky
Vitter
Walden
Walsh
Wamp
Watkins
Watt (NC)
Watts (OK)
Waxman
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Wexler
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn
Young (AK)

NAYS—6

Ackerman
Capuano

Crowley
Hilliard

Tierney
Waters

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—7

Bonior
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (OH)

Kucinich
Lee
Owens

Rivers

NOT VOTING—14

Allen
Berkley
Buyer
Ganske
Gutierrez

Hobson
John
Millender-

McDonald
Moakley

Rothman
Serrano
Smith (WA)
Weiner
Young (FL)

b 1835

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the concurrent resolution, as amended,
was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:
Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

91, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
on rollcall Nos. 90 and 91, due to delay of the

plane coming in from Los Angeles to Dulles,
I missed the votes. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ on both.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, on April

26 I inadvertently voted ‘‘yea’’ on final
passage of H.R. 503, the Unborn Victims
of Violence Act, when it was my strong
intent to vote ‘‘no’’ on the bill. I feel
that the best way to protect the fetus
is to better protect the woman, and be-
cause this legislation fails to address
the need for legislation to prevent and
punish violence against women, I
would not support this or any other
similar bill.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 10, COMPREHENSIVE RE-
TIREMENT SECURITY AND PEN-
SION REFORM ACT OF 2001
Mr. Reynolds, from the Committee

on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 107–53) on the resolution (H.
Res. 127) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 10) to provide for pension
reform, and for other purposes, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

f

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY TO FAM-
ILY, FRIENDS, AND COWORKERS
OF VERONICA ‘‘RONI’’ BOWERS
AND CHARITY BOWERS
Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on International Relations be
discharged from further consideration
of the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 117) expressing sympathy to the
family, friends, and coworkers of
Veronica ‘‘Roni’’ Bowers and Charity
Bowers, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
Isakson). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from North
Carolina?

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, re-
serving the right to object, and I shall
not object, will the gentleman please
explain the purpose of the resolution.

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I yield to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina.

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, on
April 20, 2001, a Peruvian fighter jet
mistakenly shot down a small seaplane
carrying Baptist missionaries from
Muskegon, Michigan, over the jungles
of Peru. Believing that the small plane
was engaged in drug trafficking, the
Peruvian pilot attacked this small air-
craft, killing two of its passengers, a
mother and her infant daughter, and
severely wounding the pilot.

As you may know, Roni Bowers, her hus-
band James, their 6-year-old son Cory and 7-
month-old adopted daughter Charity were fly-
ing aboard the seaplane when it was inter-
cepted and attacked by the Peruvian fighter.
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The aircraft, owned by the Association of

Baptists for World Evangelism, was en route
to Iquitos, Peru to acquire visa documents for
newly adopted Charity. Although severely
wounded in the attack, pilot Kevin Donaldson
was able to land the plane safely. Unfortu-
nately, Mr. Speaker, Roni and Charity Bowers
were killed in the burst of gunfire. James and
Cory Bowers escaped serious injury in the in-
cident. An investigation into this matter is now
underway.

H. Con. Res. 117 expresses Congress’
deepest and most heartfelt sympathy to
James and Cory Bowers, their extended fam-
ily, and to their friends and fellow mission-
aries. It commends wounded pilot Kevin Don-
aldson for his bravery and skill in safely land-
ing his crippled aircraft and wishes him a
speedy recovery. Finally, it calls on the Gov-
ernments of the United States and Peru to un-
dertake a cooperative and thorough investiga-
tion into this incident to ensure that similar in-
cidents will be avoided in the future.

I want to commend my colleague from
Michigan, Mr. HOEKSTRA, for this timely and
important resolution and I join him in extend-
ing my personal condolences to the Bowers
family. I urge my colleagues to support this
passage.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, con-
tinuing my reservation, let me just
share a few facts about the tragedy on
April 20.

James and Veronica, also known as
Roni Bowers of Muskegon, Michigan,
were missionaries affiliated with the
Calvary Church of Fruitport, Michigan,
and the Association of Baptists for
World Evangelism. The Bowerses con-
ducted their Christian mission work
with their children, Cory and Charity,
serving the native tribes along the
Amazon River in the South American
country of Peru. They had been there
since 1995.

On Friday, April 20, 2001, the
Bowerses were flying in an Association
of Baptists for World Evangelism plane
piloted by Kevin Donaldson, traveling
from the Peru-Brazil border to Iquitos,
Peru, after attempting to secure nec-
essary visa documents for their newly
adopted daughter, Charity.

The plane was wrongly attacked by a
fighter jet of the Peruvian Air Force in
an apparent attempted antidrug inter-
diction effort that may have also in-
volved personnel of the United States.
Roni and Charity Bowers were killed
by bullets that were fired by the Peru-
vian jet into the plane, and pilot Kevin
Donaldson was also severely injured in
the attack. Kevin Donaldson, despite
his injuries, was able to safely land his
plane on the Amazon River, saving the
lives of his other passengers.

The family, friends, and coworkers of
Roni and Charity Bowers have dis-
played a shining example of their faith
and grace in the face of this terrible
tragedy. With this resolution, the U.S.
House of Representatives expresses and
conveys its deepest and most heartfelt
sympathies for the loss of Roni and
Charity Bowers to Jim and Cory Bow-
ers, as well as to their extended fami-
lies and their friends, their coworkers
and fellow missionaries at the Associa-
tion of Baptists for World Evangelism.

With this resolution, the U.S. House
of Representatives commends Kevin
Donaldson for his heroic actions in
safely landing the plane, and further
wishes Mr. Donaldson a speedy and
complete recovery from his injuries.

And with this resolution, the U.S.
House of Representatives strongly en-
courage the governments of the United
States and Peru to work together as
expeditiously as possible to determine
all the circumstances that led to this
unfortunate and regrettable incident
and to ensure that an incident of this
kind never occurs again.

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in strong support of my good friend
and colleague’s resolution expressing our
deepest sympathies to the family and friends
of Roni and Charity Bowers for their tragic
loss, and also our admiration and wishes for
a speedy and complete recovery to pilot Kevin
Donaldson.

The calling to perform God’s work is not
given to all, and not all heed this call to serve.
Missionaries, like the Bowers family and Mr.
Donaldson, are blessed in their dedication to
improve the lives of their fellow man and their
service to spread the word of God so that all
might know His love and promise of redemp-
tion.

The good work of these people must be
commended, and the loss of a young mother
and child to a tragic mistake is heart-wrench-
ing. Mr. Speaker, while we are rightfully deep-
ly concerned with the circumstances of this
tragedy, we must not allow it to deter our re-
solve to fight the trafficking of illegal drugs that
have affected not only families and children
living in the United States, but indeed all those
in the Americas.

I call on all my colleagues to support Con-
gressman HOEKSTRA’s resolution to express
our heartfelt sympathies and condolences, and
to strongly encourage a prompt and thorough
investigation into the circumstances that led to
this tragic outcome. The details surrounding
the attack by the Peruvian fighter jet need to
be determined, and we must find a way for
our governments to effectively work together
to ensure illegal drugs are not allowed to con-
tinue to poison our children and our societies,
and also that never again will innocent civil-
ians suffer due to an interdiction mission gone
awry.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to express my sincere condolences
to the Bowers and Donaldson families for their
loss. I commend Congressman HOEKSTRA for
bringing this resolution to the floor. It is the
right thing to do.

My committee held a hearing today, chaired
by subcommittee chairman MARK SOUDER.
What became readily apparent from a variety
of administration witnesses, is the CIA was re-
sponsible for this tragedy, yet they refused to
return staff phone calls, member requests for
briefings, and to provide a witness for the
hearing. Instead the hearing resembled Abbott
and Costello’s ‘‘Who’s on First’’ routine.

There is an established procedure for air
interdiction. It has worked successfully nearly
100 times since it was implemented in 1995.
Clearly this procedure was not followed here.
Why? Why is all information surrounding the
shootdown classified? Why does the CIA
refuse to provide legitimate oversight commit-
tees in the Congress with briefings or wit-

nesses? Why does the CIA refuse to provide
a witness? All of these questions need to be
answered, and I hope Chairman SOUDER con-
tinues to pursue this matter in his sub-
committee with oversight jurisdiction on this
matter.

But, what cannot be done, is to give the
drug traffickers a green light to resume their il-
legal activity that has been significantly slowed
by the air interdiction program. I would like to
submit for the record this AP article in which
the Bowers family indicates that their tragedy
should not stop the program. Mr. Bowers is
quoted as saying ‘‘the United States should
quickly resume drug surveillance flights . . .
to say there needs to be an entire review of
the whole program and suspend it and to let
the drug people continue their business as
usual is wrong.’’ If a grieving husband and fa-
ther can say this, the government should take
note, and get back to providing the necessary
coverage to stifle the drug flights as soon as
possible.

There is an avenue here to consolidate
these surveillance flights under one roof. The
U.S. Customs Service already does this mis-
sion very well. They are a law enforcement
agency with strict rules of engagement. It may
be time to give this entire account—and most
importantly the additional assets and funding
necessary to successfully complete the mis-
sion—to the Customs Service. This means
more P–3 surveillance planes as well as Cita-
tion aircraft. By placing this in one department
who does not use civilian contractors, will
leave the responsibility in one place. There will
be no question of who is responsible, and
where to go with questions. The acting Cus-
toms Commissioner at the hearing today said
they would be able to do this if they were
given the assets and the mission. I think it is
time we in Congress gain some accountability
by giving them the responsibility for this mis-
sion.

Thank you Mr. Speaker, and may God bless
and comfort the Bowers and Donaldson fami-
lies in their time of mourning.

[From the Associated Press, Apr. 30, 2001]
MISSIONARY SAYS DRUG SURVEILLANCE

SHOULD RESUME QUICKLY

(By Bill Kaczor)
PENSACOLA, FL (AP).—A missionary says

the United States should quickly resume
drug surveillance flights suspended after his
wife and adopted baby were killed in Peru
when they were mistaken for drug smugglers
and shot down.

Jim Bowers, who survived unharmed when
their small plane crash landed after being
fired upon by a Peruvian warplane April 20,
said Monday he has expressed that view in a
call to Secretary of State Colin Powell’s of-
fice.

‘‘To say there needs to be an entire review
of the whole program and suspend it and to
let the drug people continue their business
as usual is wrong,’’ Bowers said at a news
conference.

He said it should take investigators no
more than a day to figure out the shooting
was simple error.

The Peruvian air force failed to contact a
control tower that was in radio contact with
the missionaries’ float plane before shooting
at it without first firing any warning shots,
Bowers said.

‘‘The main error in this whole thing is they
were too quick to the trigger,’’ he said. ‘‘I
don’t hold anyone responsible. It was a mis-
take as though someone fell asleep at the
wheel and ran into us in a vehicle.’’

VerDate 01-MAY-2001 03:22 May 02, 2001 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A01MY7.061 pfrm01 PsN: H01PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1696 May 1, 2001
A U.S. Central Intelligence Agency aircraft

had detected the missionaries’ plane and no-
tified the Peruvian air force. American offi-
cials say the surveillance crew, however, had
advised it appeared, from the way the plane
was flying, that it was not a drug smuggling
flight.

Bowers, 38, of Muskegon, Mich., was in
Pensacola for the funeral and burial Sunday
of his wife, Veronica ‘‘Roni’’ Bowers, 35, and
their 7-month-old daughter, Charity. He
stayed with family in Wake County, N.C.,
immediately after the shooting.

The couple’s 6-year-old son, Cory, also sur-
vived uninjured, but the plane’s pilot, Kevin
Donaldson, 41, of Morgantown, Pa., was
wounded.

Bowers spoke to reporters at Marcus
Points Baptist Church where the funeral
services was held. His wife’s parents, John
and Gloria Luttig, of nearby Pace, are mem-
bers of the church, which had helped support
the couple’s missionary work.

Bowers expressed his forgiveness to all in-
volved at the funeral and during a memorial
service Friday at his home church in Michi-
gan. He said Monday he also hopes to talk
personally with the Peruvian pilot who fired
on their plane.

‘‘I’m looking forward to that some day, but
right now, I’m praying for him,’’ Bowers
said.

Although insisting he wasn’t placing
blame, Bowers said the pilot failed to give
the missionaries a chance to land before he
started shooting.

‘‘I was assuming, because I’ve watched
movies just like you all have, that there
would be some kind of communication, they
would come up next to us and let us know
what they wanted,’’ Bowers told reporters.

The air force plane swooped by a half-dozen
times and begin firing only five or 10 min-
utes after the first pass, he said.

‘‘Any decent air force pilot would give the
other aircraft time to understand his inten-
tions,’’ Bowers said. ‘‘I just thought this is
way too soon for them to be shooting al-
ready.’’

He said he saw a puff of smoke from the
front of the warplane and told Donaldson he
thought it was shooting at them just as the
bullets began ripping through their aircraft.
A single bullet instantly killed his wife and
daughter.

Bowers said neither he nor anyone else
from his family or church has been in con-
tact with the baby’s natural parents, but he
said they knew she had been killed.

The couple’s missionary work also has
been supported by Calvary Church in
Fruitport, Mich., and the Association of Bap-
tists for World Evangelism, based in New
Cumberland, Pa.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, I with-
draw my reservation of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina.

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows:
H. CON. RES. 117

Whereas James and Veronica ‘‘Roni’’ Bow-
ers of Muskegon, Michigan, served as mis-
sionaries affiliated with the Calvary Church
of Fruitport, Michigan, and the Association
of Baptists for World Evangelism;

Whereas the Bowerses conducted their
Christian mission work with their children,
Cory and Charity, serving the native tribes
along the Amazon River in Peru since 1995;

Whereas on Friday, April 20, 2001, the
Bowerses were flying in an Association of
Baptists for World Evangelism plane piloted
by Kevin Donaldson, traveling from the

Peru-Brazil border to the city of Iquitos,
Peru, after attempting to secure necessary
visa documents for their adopted daughter,
Charity;

Whereas the plane was mistakenly at-
tacked by a fighter jet of the Peruvian Air
Force in an apparent attempted anti-drug
interdiction effort that may have also in-
volved personnel of the United States;

Whereas Roni and Charity Bowers were
killed, and pilot Kevin Donaldson was se-
verely injured in the attack;

Whereas Kevin Donaldson, despite his inju-
ries, was able to safely land his plane on the
Amazon River, saving the lives of his other
passengers; and

Whereas the family, friends, and co-work-
ers of Roni and Charity Bowers have dis-
played a shining example of their faith and
grace in the face of this terrible tragedy:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses and conveys its deepest and
most heartfelt sympathies to Jim and Cory
Bowers and to their extended families,
friends, co-workers, and fellow missionaries
at the Association of Baptists for World
Evangelism, for the loss of Veronica ‘‘Roni’’
Bowers and Charity Bowers in an attack by
a fighter jet of the Peruvian Air Force on the
plane in which they were traveling;

(2) commends Kevin Donaldson for his he-
roic actions in safely landing the plane and
wishes Mr. Donaldson a speedy and complete
recovery from his injuries; and

(3) strongly encourages the Governments
of the United States and Peru to work to-
gether as expeditiously as possible to deter-
mine all the circumstances that led to this
unfortunate and regrettable incident and to
ensure that an incident of this kind never oc-
curs again.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Concurrent Resolution
117.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

ILO CHAMPIONS CAUSE OF WORK-
ERS’ RIGHTS AROUND THE
WORLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BONIOR) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, this is a
quote:

The failure of any nation to adopt humane
conditions of labor is an obstacle in the way
of other nations which desire to improve the
conditions of their own countries.

b 1845
Powerful words, and I wish I could

claim that they are mine, but they are
not. They are from the preamble of the
Constitution of the International
Labor Organization, which was created
82 years ago.

The United States, of course, was one
of the nations which helped form the
ILO. And, true to its mission, in the
years since, the ILO has championed
the cause of workers’ rights around the
world: the right to organize and bar-
gain collectively; the right to refuse
forced labor; the right to reject child
labor; and the right to work free from
discrimination.

In fact, right now the ILO is mount-
ing a global effort to inform workers of
their rights. Versions of this poster to
my right, in a variety of languages, are
being distributed around the world.
You have rights to organize and bar-
gain collectively, to refuse forced
labor, to reject child labor, to work
free from discrimination.

The ILO is living up to the challenge
of fighting for workers’ rights. The
question is, are we?

Last week in Quebec, the President
called for expanding NAFTA and cre-
ating a free trade zone stretching from
the Arctic Circle to Tierra Del Fuego.
We are told it is an opportunity to pro-
mote our values and democracy
throughout the Americas. Imagine
what a source of relief that must be to
workers at Chentex, which is a cloth-
ing factory in Las Mercedes Free Trade
Zone in Nicaragua. Or should I say the
‘‘former workers’’ of this factory, be-
cause after they organized a union in
1988, the workers at Chentex had the
audacity to ask for a wage increase.

One day they staged a 15-minute
work stoppage to protest the com-
pany’s intransigence. What was the
company’s response? They fired the
leaders of the union. At that point the
workers went on strike. What was the
company’s answer, they forced more
than 500 workers from their jobs and
then they blacklisted them so they
could not work in the free trade zone
again.

If you follow the logic presented to
us in Quebec, with a Free Trade Area of
the Americas, that would not happen.
As a result of dealing with American
companies, employers like Chentex
would see the error of their ways. They
would respect workers’ rights and bar-
gain fairly. Their managers would stop
forcing workers to labor as much as 12
hours a day, and they would not mon-
itor their visits to the bathrooms or
any of the other things that happen
frequently.

There is only one problem with this
theory: It is that the Chentex factory
has been trading with the United
States companies for years. In fact,
they make clothing that is sold today
by major U.S. retailers.

We do not practice what we preach.
The theory that the President and the
so-called free traders advocate has not
worked. You do not have to go to Nica-
ragua, you can go to the free trade
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